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“They are like trees planted along a riverbank, 
with roots that reach deep into the water. Such 
trees are not bothered by the heat or worried by 
long months of drought. Their leaves stay green, 
and they never stop producing fruit.” 

Jeremiah 17:8 (NLT) 
 

 

  



	  

	  

 

The Spirit of the Lord is on me 

 

Monday 24th March 

Reading: Luke 4: 14-25 

 

Reflection: 

2012 was a year of uncertainty for me in relation to my employment. I had been working for a state 
government department for 10 years and, like most other departments we were going through a 
restructuring process. I found myself in a position where at any time I could be made redundant. 
So, instead of waiting for the inevitable to happen I began to look for other employment 
opportunities – writing applications, attending interviews.  

Most organizations these days have job descriptions for their vacant positions with very specific 
criteria – purpose, responsibilities, accountabilities, selection criteria etc that the prospective 
applicant needs to clearly understand if they are going to be successful with their application. The 
job description provides clear guidance as to the scope and purpose of the advertised job, the type 
of employee that they are looking for and their qualifications and experience. 

The passage from Isaiah 61 that Jesus read in Nazareth’s synagogue (Luke 4: 18) was one of 
over 300 prophecies concerning the Jewish Messiah – The Messiah’s “job description”, the 
requirements of which Jesus fulfilled completely in his life and ministry. Jesus understood 
completely his purpose in life – to proclaim good news to the poor, freedom for prisoners, sight for 
the blind, freedom for the oppressed. However, his purpose had been established for him in the 
Messiah’s “job description” – he had not come to fulfill his own agenda, but to fulfill the plan and 
purpose of the Father. Jesus demonstrated that he understood this when he said “For I have come 
down from Heaven not to do my will but the will of him who sent me” (John 6:38). Because of this 
understanding, Jesus would not be distracted from his purpose by other people’s agendas, other 
people’s expectations of him. He was resolute in fulfilling the purpose for which he had been sent. 

I want to understand more about my life’s purpose – the job description that God has prepared for 
me so I can serve Him fruitfully with the gifts, abilities and passions that He has planted within me. 
As a follower of Jesus, I want to have the same attitude and understanding that Jesus 
demonstrated – a passion to do “the will of him who sent me”. I want to go beyond “God has a 
plan and purpose for my life”, (to realize that it is not all about me), to understand and embrace 
God’s plans and purposes for His creation, which are of cosmic proportions and to embrace the 
awesome privilege of partnering with Him in bringing His kingdom to this world.  

 

  



	  

	  

 

Questions to consider: 

Have you ever experienced a time in your life when you felt that God was directing you towards a 
specific purpose? How did you respond?  

 

What are the things in your life that distract you from fulfilling the plans and purposes to which God 
has called you? How can you guard against these distractions?  

 

A prayer to pray: 

Father God, thank you that your ultimate purpose is to bring your kingdom to this world, to restore 
your rule and reign in all creation, to set right all that is wrong. Thank you for the privilege of 
partnering with you in bringing about that sort of world. Help me to keep in step with your Spirit as I 
learn to understand the part that you have for me in helping to restore this broken world.  

 

Rob Day 
 

  



	  

	  

 

Perspective 
 
 

Tuesday 25th March 

Reading: Psalm 92 

 

Reflection: 

I remember feeling surprisingly overwhelmed and confused. 

We were on a family holiday in Melbourne, and we had spent the morning at an outdoor maze and 
adventure park. I found myself lost and all alone in the largest of the mazes: with 12ft walls of lush 
green hedge all around me. I went into the maze full of confidence and excited by the challenge; 
but that confidence quickly faded when I got disorientated. 

The only thing that really changed was my perspective. 

It’s funny how much perspective affects our lives. All I could see was walls of green leaves; but 
just from a few meters higher I would have been able to see the beauty, and simplicity of the maze 
in its entirety - and I would have been able to clearly pick a path out. 

I love how this Psalm challenges my perspective on day to day life.‘It is good to proclaim your 
unfailing love in the morning, your faithfulness in the evening’ - v2 

Imagine if we started everyday declaring God’s unfailing love. Instead of fear, or stress, or 
busyness; we declared God’s perfect love. The same perfect love that casts out all fear (1 John 
4:18). 

Imagine if we ended everyday thanking God for how faithful he had been that day. To 
acknowledge where he was at work in our lives.  Imagine what that would do for our perspective. 

Psalm 92 goes on in this point in verse 5 & 6, ‘O Lord, what great works you do! How deep are 
your thoughts! Only a simpleton would not know, and only a fool would not understand this!’ 

What great works God does, what deep thoughts he has - how BIG is our God. Only a fool would 
miss this. But, how easy is it for us to miss what God is doing in our lives. Like being stuck in a 
maze, we miss the grandeur of God’s plan. 

 

  



	  

	  

 

Questions to consider: 

What are some things you can put in place in your life to keep a border perspective of what God is 
doing in your life? 

 

What does ‘proclaiming God’s unfailing love in the morning, and faithfulness at night’ look like for 
you in your context? 

 

A prayer to pray: 
Lord, I pray that you would help me today to praise you and see things from your perspective. 

 

Benj Gould 
Youth Pastor  

  



	  

	  

 

Light and Salvation 

 

Wednesday 26th  March 

Reading: Psalm 27 

 

Reflection: 

This Psalm begins with a strong opening statement of faith, “The Lord is my light and salvation, 
whom shall I fear?” (Ps 27:1a). This is reinforced by two choruses on the faithfulness of God, 
when life’s trials and difficulties would oppress us (verses 1-3, 4-6). 

Yet while the Psalmist, King David, seeks sanctuary in the house of the Lord, his reality is being 
lead in a straight path, and in the land of the living.  He hasn’t retreated to a Davidic or for us, a 
Christian commune or enclave.  Rather he is asking God to give him that sanctuary even as he 
lives life where he may be oppressed or buffered by the winds of life.  It seems a strange, 
impossible paradox.   

My experience has been that God has provided me such spaces of sanctuary in my day and 
week, as long as I make space for them. I need to hear the Psalmist’s final call in verse 14, “Wait 
for the Lord”.   Often this sanctuary has been found at the beginning of each day when I have set 
aside time for reflection and reading His Word and prayer.  Not cherry picking His Word but 
reading whole chapters as I make my way through the Bible to understand the over-arching 
narratives and themes. 

If we do wait upon the Lord, we will be able to “soar on wings like eagles” (Isaiah 40:31), and find 
that sanctuary flying about the oppressors or oppressive circumstances (in this case the 
Babylonian captors of Judah in Isaiah 40), and find a straight path in the land of the living. 

  



	  

	  

 

Questions to consider: 

What are the circumstances and trials that cause you to experience fear? 

How has God provided you a sanctuary in your daily life to face such circumstances and trials? 

How can you make space in your day that you can experience the safety of God and 
empowerment to find a “straight path in the land of the living”? 

 

A prayer to pray: 

Oh, LORD, remind me of your presence, constant help and comforting sanctuary when faced with 
those things that would bring fear and uncertainty in my life.  May the sanctuary of your ever-
present Spirit lift me on wings of eagles to soar above those things in my day that would seek to 
pull me down.  Praise you that you are “my light and salvation – whom shall I fear?” 

 

Les Fussell 

 

  



	  

	  

 

Overcomers 

 

Thursday 27th March 

Reading: 1 John 5:1-5 

 

Reflection: 

Living in a Thai Buddhist village, it was an immense joy to see two people come to the Lord. It was 
a breakthrough. What do we do next? The Bible tells us when two or three are gathered in my 
name, there shall I be present amongst them. We met together for our first worship. The following 
week, we met again. And it followed for a couple of weeks till we began to see that it was 
something they were not used to - coming regularly for corporate worship and fellowship.  

Most Buddhists would go to their temple a couple of times a year – not too different from those in 
our Churches that show up at Easter or Christmas. It started becoming a burden. One clearly 
expressed it while the other concealed her feelings – we think. We kept plodding on and our 
numbers (local believers) doubled from two to four. After a year of meeting together, the topic still 
came up from time to time. How do we overcome what is considered to be necessary for all 
believers to have fellowship with one another as being perceived as a ‘burdensome’ religious 
activity? 

On one occasion, the discussion almost led us to rethink the frequency of our meetings till one of 
them boldly said, “If we don’t meet regularly, we will become a dry branch that will eventually 
break off from its main trunk, we need to continue meeting so that we can be soaked in the word 
of God”.  

Where did that come from? It came from his love and obedience to the word of God. 

Living in a world that has values different from what we see in the Bible, we face many challenges 
and difficulties. Practicing those biblical values can sometimes feel like swimming upstream in a 
river against the flow of the current. Our success will depend a lot on how grounded we are in the 
word of God to have a profound understanding of the special relationship we have with God our 
Father – which will help us overcome challenges we maybe facing.  

8 years later on, this small community of Faith continues to meet every week to learn from the 
word of God & to have fellowship. Praise God!  

  



	  

	  

 

Questions to consider: 

What are some of the current challenges you are facing? And how can you overcome those 
challenges? 

In a society that celebrates values opposed to that we see in the Bible, how can we be “in the 
world” but “not of the world”? 

 

A prayer to pray: 

God our Father, thank you for accepting me as your child. Thank you for your Son Jesus Christ 
who overcame all hardships and sufferings including giving His life for us on the cross so that I 
may have life. Help me overcome all my fears, worries and challenges and be salt and light to the 
people and the community you have put me in. Amen. 

 

Muana 
Cross-cultural worker - Northern Thailand 

  



	  

	  

 

Mighty to save 

 

Friday 28th March 

Reading: Zeph 3:9-20 

 

Reflection: 

All parents want to give their children the best start in life that they can.  As we aren’t parents 
ourselves, this is something we hadn’t really considered until recently when we decided to get 
married and move out of home – in other words: turn our lives upside down and inside out with 
limited finances and patience… and a lot of love.  Both of our families had different ideas of what it 
would mean for us to get married, and not all parents were supportive at first, but they all wanted 
to help us as best they could to start our new, independent life together.  This meant that within a 
few weeks of us being engaged we had lists of things we needed, a microwave, plenty of kitchen 
utensils and Dev’s parents helping to look for somewhere we could live. They helped to provide for 
us and set us up for our future, 

First reading through Zephaniah 3:9-20 we were struck by how parent-like God is to us.  He likes 
to ‘set us up’ for our future with Him when we start a relationship with Him. We see Him as Father 
through His caring nature, His forgiveness, protectiveness, the way He delights over us, and most 
of all His love.  

We are so lucky to be called His children – that when we “grow up”, in our future with Him we can 
expect great joys, like coming home (Zeph 3:20, Isaiah 14:1-2), speaking pure truth, having our 
fortunes restored and living and loving with our Father God and with our family of believers. 

All fathers hope that they can do these things for their children, but our God has the power, ability 
and know-how to do it over and over again for the children He loves. He is mighty to save.  

 

  



	  

	  

 

Questions to consider: 

1) How can you see God’s character as “Father” in your life?  

2) As we aim to show God’s love to others, how does his character as “Father” influence how you 
treat other people in your life? (Especially consider your children, those you care for, and people 
that look to you for guidance, help and support.) 

 

A prayer to pray: 

Dear Lord, we want to thank you for the way that you love and the way that you save. Thank you 
Lord for seeing such an amazing and hopeful future for us, your children. Thank you for being the 
provider for Your family. Thank you for loving us beyond all earthly love and showing us that love 
daily. We pray that in times of hardship we can hold you at the center of our lives and be reminded 
of your love and of the blessed future you have in store for us. We pray similarly that in times 
where the world is hunky-dory that we give credit where credit is due and give that glory to you 
God. As it says in your word (James 1:17), all good things come from you, as you look after us 
and love us.  

 

Tagen and Devlin Rowe 
Newlyweds, ninjas and barbeque masters 

  



	  

	  

 

Love God. 

 

Saturday 29th March 

Reading: Mark 12:28-31 

 

Reflection: 

In looking at this passage you can see the resonating theme, LOVE. It’s kind of hard to miss really. 
But it goes a bit deeper than that. Jesus calls us to love God with all our soul, mind and strength. 

While dwelling on the call to love with all that we have I look to my family and friends 

We have our relationships with our family that we have to invest in on different levels. I can recall 
many occasions where this has really been difficult. The other night while I was enjoying some 
nice heavy sleep, I woke to one of my daughters (I know its sought of the unwritten rule that 
fathers embarrass their kids but I will leave that to another time) who was calling out because she 
had wet her bed. Now when I am woken from a deep sleep, loving her with all soul, mind and 
strength is not the first thing that I am considering, but as I slowly got moving I started to correct 
my initial thoughts and attitude that I had and choose to help her out of bed, out of her bed clothes, 
wait for the water to get warm so I could wash her down as she seemed to have the biggest 
bladder (I don’t know how her little body stores it) but there was a lot of wee. Then proceeded to 
dress her and tuck her into her small bed beside ours and strip the sheets off her bed and put 
them in the laundry. 

In reflecting on this verse and the many experiences that I have had in practicing love for my 
family and friends, I was put with the question “If this is the effort I would go to for my daughter out 
of my love for her, what should I be doing out of my love for God?” He, who should be taking top 
spot on the list as indicated by Jesus. It makes you think doesn’t it? It made me think and it has 
really helped me in assessing how I am loving God, God who is at the top of the list on paper also 
needs to be the top of the list in action and that understanding has had a remarkable effect on how 
I approach my life and relationship with God. 

  



	  

	  

 

Questions to consider 

In thinking through experiences you have had in showing love for your family and/or friends? 
Consider how you are showing your love for God? 

 

Family activity 

Ask each family member to list one practical way they can love God. 

 

A prayer to pray 

Lord I thank you for the Love you have shown me. Help me to show you the love that Jesus talks 
of with all my soul, my mind and my strength. Help me to love you more and show me ways in 
which I can do that. Amen. 

 

Jackie Skelton 

 

 

 

 

 

  



	  

	  

 

By Prayer 

 

Sunday 30th March 

Reading: Philippians 4:4-9 

 

Reflection: 

When you are anxious, do you have trouble falling asleep? Maybe you find it hard to concentrate? 
I notice my muscles get tense around my face and jaw when I’m anxious. I’ve even felt grey hair 
arrive due to stress in my head! What I’ve found helpful is to become aware of signs of anxiety in 
my body and to pinpoint what it is making me feel that way. 

If there are matters of concern, share it with God. You may want to share with others as well and 
they can pray for you too. If you know what you need, present your requests to God. At times 
when I haven’t known what to pray, I’ve asked the Holy Spirit to intercede (Romans 8:26). 

Have a look at verse five, the Lord is always near. In verse 6, Paul says, Do not be anxious 
about anything. Peter also wrote in 1 Peter 5:7 to cast all your anxiety on him because he 
cares for you.  

Fourteen years ago I was diagnosed with breast cancer. I knew God cared for me and I knew He 
was with me. I practised giving my anxious thoughts and feelings to Him. Others were petitioning 
for me and encouraging me with God’s word. The night before my operation to remove the cancer, 
I was scared and cried out to God. He comforted me in a dream.  

So what would normally be an anxious time became a life changing, wonderful experience. I 
experienced the peace of God and found out that it does truly transcend all understanding. I 
found myself in God’s arms throughout hospital visits, chemo and radiation treatments etc. The 
peace of God is a tangible thing. My heart and mind were guarded from doubt and anxious 
thoughts. 

 

  



	  

	  

 

Questions to consider: 

What do you notice happens inside yourself when you start to worry? Do you find it difficult to cast 
your anxiety on Jesus? 

When was the last time you realised the peace of God guarding your heart and mind?  

 

A prayer to pray 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

Thank you that you know my downfalls and you know I will worry. Thank you for the Bible and your 
caring instruction. I want to give my anxious thoughts to you, please take them from me and fill my 
mind with what is true, noble, right, pure and lovely.  

 

 

Judy Harris 

  



	  

	  

	  

The Importance of God’s Word 

 

Monday 31st March 

Reading: 2 Timothy 3:16-17 

 

Reflection: 

Craig and I often like to spend time in the boat on our Mondays off. Craig will fish and I will take a 
book. I’m sure part of the thrill for Craig is finding that perfect spot that will yield the all elusive 
‘whopper catch’. Recently we were out and attempting to drift along in the hopes we might better 
hook that ‘whopper’. Unfortunately for us it became quite squally and the wind was constantly 
pushing us dangerously close to getting stuck on an outcrop of rocks.  The best thing to do was 
lower the anchor so that we could stay safely secure.  

When I think of the activity of God’s word in my life I often think of it in terms of an anchor. Life by 
its very nature can be “squally”. Sometimes this is because of my own rebellion and mistakes, 
sometimes it’s the result of circumstances outside my control. When I allow myself to remain 
rocked by these I can easily become distracted from God’s purposes for me.  

Our passage today tells us that every part of Scripture is God breathed – literally an extension of 
Him. His word provides us with an insight into His character, nature, heart and purposes for us. I 
love the translation in The Message that describes God’s word as ‘training us to live God’s way 
and through His word we are put together and shaped up for the tasks God has for us.’ [2 Timothy 
3:17] 

This passage was an encouragement and challenge that the early church needed to hear. Their 
lives were constantly endangered by persecution and the Christians in Rome often had to flee for 
their lives in catacombs under the city.  You can still see today in the Catacombs, sixty-six pictures 
of anchors. Why so much emphasis on this part of the ship? It symbolized strength and 
immovability in the midst of a storm. In this powerful message, we too can know and experience 
God's Word as an immovable anchor in our lives whatever the circumstances. 

  



	  

	  

 

Questions to consider: 

Where do you most need the activity of God’s word in your life right now? Does it need to shine a 
light on where you have gone off course and or guidance on how to live His way? 

Looking back the early church was able to testify to God’s activity through His word as an anchor. 
How have you experienced God’s word as an anchor in your life? Spend time thanking/praising 
Him. 

 

A prayer to pray 

Father God thank you that you don’t leave us to navigate life by ourselves but that we find in your 
word, resources to ground us in our growth. Help us to be able to appropriate your word in ur lives 
as we seek to live out your purposes for us. 

 

Carolyn Corkill 
Children’s Pastor 

  



	  

	  

 
Rich Young Ruler 

 

Tuesday 1st April 

Reading: Luke 18:18-23 

 

As a young man I was privileged to grow up in a strong Christian family. My Grandfather, Pastor 
Bert Marr, had been a faithful Minister to my people. My parents Horace and Faith Saunders had 
brought their 10 children up to love and know the Lord. 

As I began to mature physically, I kept God’s word in my heart. The delights of the world though 
soon attracted my eyes – and my feet took me to places I didn’t belong, to partake in merrymaking 
and free living alongside my non-believing friends. 

One day, there came a moment when my heart finally recognised I had put my desire for 
entertainment above my search for a closer relationship with Our Maker. 

My eyes were opened – and I was able to make that life altering decision to commit my life fully to 
God’s way. Forsaking the pursuit of pleasure, and taking up my calling to be set apart and live for 
God. 

From that day on I have seen my life grow and be blessed. I am truly blessed – I have a beautiful 
family and congregation that wholeheartedly seek after God. 

Just like the young man mentioned in Luke 18:21, we can believe we are following God’s ways. 
Sometimes the Lord will bring moments of recognition and reflection – where we are forced to 
question our true motives and commitment to God’s Kingdom. 

As it says in Luke 18:22, ‘Jesus said to him, there is still one thing you haven’t done… The giving 
over of all we have and are, then taking up the call to ‘Follow me’. 

That is why I believe the “Boolarng” - coming together - of Narara Valley Baptist Church and the 
Purfleet Community Church has been so successful in working together. It has thrived on the 
blessing of commitment of our time and service to God. 

God is still not finished; there are many great things God wants to do in all our lives yet. Praise 
God! 

 

  



	  

	  

 

Questions to consider: 

Can you think of a moment in your life where you were forced to question your dedication to 
following the Lord? What came out of that pondering? 

Are there any behaviours or activities in your life now that are a stumbling block to you pursuing 
hard after God’s plan? 

 

A prayer to pray: 

Father God, I thank you for giving me that hope and assurance that if I give myself to you –all that 
I am, all that I have. You will lead me into the path of righteousness. You have promised me 
eternal life. All things are possible through you Lord. Amen 

 

 

Russell Saunders 

Senior Pastor Purfleet Community Church 

  



	  

	  

 
 

Identity impacts integrity 

 

Wednesday 2nd April 

Reading: 1 Peter 2:9-12 
 

Reflection: 

In life, we “wear many hats.” In other words, we undertake different roles and have different 
responsibilities. As individuals, we may at the same time be a spouse, a parent, a grandparent, an 
employee and a volunteer. 

Although this chapter has relevance to us as individuals, if you a look at the words used it is 
actually addressed to a group of people or a community. It refers to a race or generation, a 
priesthood, a nation and a people. We are chosen, royal, holy and special. How does that make 
you feel? 

But it is more than just something to make us feel good. There are responses and responsibilities 
that flow from being a special community.  Our response should be to “declare the praises of 
God.” Why should we do this? Look at how we have been changed – from darkness to light; from 
not a people to being the people of God; from not receiving mercy to now having received mercy. 

What about our responsibilities? My Bible heads up the next section as “Living Godly lives in a 
Pagan Society.” How do we live godly lives in today’s society? In summary, we are told to abstain 
from sinful desires, and to live lives that are honouring to God and a witness to the people around 
us. Similarly, 2 Peter 3:11 says: “You ought to live holy and godly lives.”  

I said earlier that this chapter was addressed to a group of people, not just to individuals. We are 
not on our own in this. Do you have a growth group or other support network where you can talk 
confidentially and pray about your concerns and struggles? If you are not comfortable in a group 
situation, do you have a mentor or other person that you can talk to? 

 

  



	  

	  

 

Questions to consider 

What does it mean to live a Godly life in today’s society? 

How much are we influenced by TV, movies and conversations with other people? What 
influences do you have in your life to encourage you in godly living? 

 

A prayer to pray 

Our Father, thank you that we are your special people. Help me to declare your praises and to live 
a life that is pleasing to you. 

 

Ken Clark 
 

  



	  

	  

 

Listening to God 

 

Thursday 3rd April 

Reading: 1 Samuel 3:10 

 

Last year I used Good Will Hunting in my reflection, well if it’s not broken don’t fix it. The scene 
that comes to mind is where Chuckie (Affleck) is telling Will (Damon) how Will’s life really is and 
how he should cash in on his amazing mathematical gift. It was Will’s life, you would think he’d 
know all this but in actuality, he needed someone close to him to show to him or identify in him 
what was actually happening in his life. Secondly, this scene would have been less than benign if 
he didn’t measure up and ACT upon this conversation. 

We see here Samuel couldn’t recognise that the LORD was speaking to him, so Eli helped him. I 
wonder if Samuel would have recognised that it was the LORD if no one helped him identify it. 

God spoke to a young boy (2:18; 3:1) who didn’t yet know Him (3:7). God IS talking to our young 
children and our family/friends who don’t know Him, praise God!!! Can we be Eli and help them 
recognise this, because, like Samuel, maybe they can’t on their own. There may have been many 
times you heard them say “I’ve felt” or “I believe”... and you then thought “that’s God!”. God DOES 
talk to them, lets help them listen. 

Secondly, what about when God talks to you or me.  I’m sure I’m not alone in that I’m much better 
at giving God my request list than listening to Him, probably because most of the time I don’t want 
to listen because He is so good at telling me to do things I don’t want to do or will make me 
uncomfortable, but why would I not want to overcome that. What a great example from Eli/Samuel: 
“Speak, your servant is listening” (3:10). 

Samuel shows us that the definition of “listening” has more to it. I can’t recall a time in the Bible 
where someone has listened to God and that hasn’t required action, so when ‘listening’ to God, 
‘applying’ or ‘acting’ MUST be included. There is no point telling God to speak to us if we’re 
unwilling to act on it and/or change. What God told Samuel to do was hard and there was NO 
WAY Samuel desired to do it, but he DID it and through that became much closer to God. 

 

 

 

  



	  

	  

 

Questions to consider: 

Are we able to help our children/family/friends identify that God DOES speak to them? 

Are we able to actually listen to God rather than just tell Him what to do, and are we prepared to 
apply whatever it is that He tells us to? 

 

A prayer to pray: 
God, help me to hear your voice today. 

 

 

Paul Rothenbuhler 
Hovercraft Repairman 

  



	  

	  

 

The Role of Holy Spirit 

 

Friday 4th April 

Reading: 1 Cor. 2:12 

 

Reflection: 

If we can take hold of the full meaning of this verse and apply it to our life it could be powerfully 
spiritually transforming! If you have time, pause now and read the whole of chapter 2- it will give 
you a better insight into verse 12. 

Paul begins this chapter by teaching about divine wisdom as opposed to worldly wisdom. He tells 
us we cannot imagine all that God has in store for us both in this life and for eternity. We can 
therefore only know the secret thoughts and purposes of God and the great privileges of the 
gospel when they are made known to us by Holy Spirit. We may have great worldly  wisdom, and 
know the Bible thoroughly, but without Holy Spirit’s illumination and teaching, it will seem 
‘foolishness’. We need Holy Spirit. 

Joyfully he says that by the Spirit of God the apostles had received the divine wisdom they taught. 
Then triumphantly says in verse 12 ”We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who 
is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us” Hallelujah! That means all of 
us that have accepted salvation through Christ’s death have received Holy Spirit. He is not just an 
influence but He comes as part of the God head to reside in us. This baffles other religions, can 
cause division, but it is a wonderful mystery! Jesus told his disciples that Holy Spirit would come 
“and teach you everything and will remind you of everything I myself have told you” John 14 v. 26. 
And, after His resurrection Jesus told them” not to leave Jerusalem until they had been baptised 
with the Holy Spirit” and received power. Acts 1 v.5.  This means we have at our disposal Divine 
wisdom; Divine power and a Divine mind for “we have the mind of Christ” 1 Cor. 2 v.16b . 

What an amazing God! He has provided everything we need to grow in the likeness of Jesus and 
live for Him. But if we are to operate in spiritual wisdom we must be under the influence of God’s 
Spirit. It is His role to guide us. However He is a ‘gentleman’, whilst He will come to reside in us, 
He will not force His way into our life. He needs to be invited into every area otherwise He will step 
back and let us do things our way. Sadly when we find ourselves in need we cry out for help. How 
much better it would be to develop a relationship with Him and learn to discern His voice through 
Bible reading, prayer, obedience and involving Him in all decisions.  

  



	  

	  

 

We need not be discouraged. When we call for help, ask for forgiveness and repent, He is ever 
ready to take up His role again, and be our power, teacher and comforter. Thank goodness! Just 
this morning as I was writing this I failed to be obedient to prompting. I hastily pushed Jim’s work 
clothes into the washing machine, ignoring a distinct prompting to “check the pockets”, but I was in 
a hurry and decided it would be alright. About an hour later I regretted my decision when I 
retrieved Jim’s mobile phone from his pocket. It was a frustrating and negative financial exercise, 
certainly not life or death this time, but next time could be a different matter. Obedience in the 
small things prepares us to hear and be obedient in the greater issues. Conventional wisdom 
teaches us to ‘err on the side of caution’ but I wonder how often we are ‘cautious to the point of 
error’. 

 

Questions to consider: 

Do I make decisions without consulting God? 

Am I spending time in God’s word so that I can be led ‘in all truth’ ? 

Am I learning obedience to the leading and prompting of Holy Spirit? 

 

A prayer to pray 

Father God I thankyou that you have provided everything for me to grow and mature to the 
likeness of Jesus. Help me to be obedient to your Word and Holy Spirit’s guidance. I ask in Jesus 
name. Amen. 

 

Zoe Lucas 

Prayer Ministry 

  



	  

	  

 
 
Freedom 
 
 
Saturday 5th April 
 
Reading: John 8:31-32 
 
 
Reflection: 
 
Jesus is teaching in the temple courts this day. He was addressing people whom both believed in 
Him and were planning to trick and kill him. The passage specifically states that he spoke to those 
who believed in Him knowing that it is those that who would take the message to heart. Jesus here 
is unlocking the key to living a thriving and victorious life. He concisely sets before us a growth 
journey that leads to freedom.  
 
I have a real joy taking my children to swimming lessons. They start off relying on the help of their 
instructor or swimming aids. They cannot swim in the beginning therefore they are dependant and 
restricted. If a child is left alone they will soon be in danger. As the lessons continue and the child 
gains strength, skill and confidence they begin to start to swim on their own. "Mummy look how far 
I swam" the proud little one says. There is a sense of accomplishment and freedom. Each week 
the child continues to grow and swims further and further until they no longer require to be held by 
their teacher or need swimming aids. The instructor is close by keeping an eye on the child 
ensuring they are safe but the child is freer to swim adventurously. Freedom is achieved as they 
grow in skill and confidence.  
 
Like learning to swim, in the passage we have just read, one can listen to God's teaching as 
Jesus' follower/disciple and grow in skill and confidence at hearing God's voice. We grow stronger 
as we live by the truth. We come to know the truth about life, Jesus, relationships & ourselves. 
This truth has the power to truly set us free.  
 
  



	  

	  

 
 
Questions to consider: 
Are there areas in your life where you are feeling trapped, weighed down and restricted like you 
are wearing a floatie (not experiencing freedom)? 
 
 
Special Family Activity: 
As a family stand in a circle. Raise your right hand and grab someone else's right hand. Now with 
your left hand grab someone else's left hand. Now you will be all tangled up. How does it feel? 
Now appoint a leader that will tell you how to untangle yourselves but do not let go of your hands. 
Listen carefully to your leaders instructions and grow towards freedom. You have been able to free 
yourselves from the mess. Well done.  
 
 
 
A prayer to pray 
Dear God, thank you for your truth. Thank you for your love for us and your desire to see us grow 
and be set free. Please help us to love you and trust you more each day.  
 
 
 
Lyndal Shaw 
 

  



	  

	  

 
 
He Knows Us 
 
 
Sunday 7th April 
 
Reading: Psalm 129 
 
 
Reflection: 
 
Most of us have grown up in Australia’s prosperous times.  Whilst there may have been some ups 
and downs, none have been as severe as the period in the 1930’s known as the Great 
Depression.  I recall my grandmother telling me how they could not afford new shoes and 
subsequently required to put newspaper in them so they could continue to wear them despite the 
shoes being worn out. 
 
My grandfather would recall how he would have insufficient to eat and hence any food that was left 
on our plate was considered wasteful and frowned upon.  Both my grandparents lived long into old 
age, but the hardships of the Great Depression significantly impacted their lives. 
 
As we read Psalm 129, we see the writer recalling hard times.  Times, when Israel, even its in 
infancy in Egypt, was greatly oppressed.  The suffering was incredibly painful, being described as 
“plowmen making furrows on their backs”.  Yet despite these hardships, the writer is able to reflect 
back and acknowledge that God has been with them during this time, as no nation has gained 
victory over them due to the His righteousness. 
 
This Psalm reminds us of the importance to reflect back on our lives and recall how we have 
encountered and experienced the Lord’s righteousness and presence- particularly at times of 
difficulty, hurt and struggle.  Often we become so focussed on our current circumstances and the 
future we forget, very quickly, the past blessings of the Lord.  
 
My grandparents never forgot the Great Depression, yet it changed how they lived their lives- as 
by living during its hardships they were able to recognise the blessings they enjoyed following this 
period.   
 
  



	  

	  

 
 
Questions to consider: 
 
When you reflect back on difficult times can you see how God may have been present during 
these times and do you take time thank him for the blessing of being present. 
How might you go about recognising these past blessings and use them as a way of shaping how 
you worship God in the future 
 
 
A prayer to pray: 
 
Father God, there are some days that I feel overwhelmed by the challenges I face.  It often 
appears that everything that could go wrong has gone wrong at the one time.  Lord, as I reflect 
back on similar times I can see how you were present and I thank you for guiding me and 
transforming me during such times.  I continue to commit myself to you and seek your guidance 
and wisdom when dealing with tough situation. 
 
 
Matt Rosee 


